
Literacy Spotlights 

 

Spotlight Topic How should students pick independent reading books? 

Standard Standard 13: Read independently and comprehend a variety of 

texts for the purposes of reading for enjoyment, acquiring new 

learning, and building stamina; reflect on and respond to 

increasingly complex text over time. 

Background Information It’s common for students to complain that they can’t find 

something to read or can’t find a book they like.  So how can 

you help your student choose books to read outside of school? 

Activity Remember CLICK. 

C: Connections 

Readers usually enjoy books they can connect to in some way.  

Look for characters who you have something in common with or 

are in situations you’ve been in before. 

L: Length 

Don’t be afraid of a book that’s long...but you do need to think 

about if you’re going to want to stick with something for a while. 

If it’s an author you know and/or a topic you’re interested in, 

you may be motivated to read a longer book. 

I: Interests 

Look for a book that relates to something you know you like.  It 

could be a book about that topic or a book where characters 

participate in an activity you enjoy. 

C: Count to 5 Unknown Words 

Too many words a reader doesn’t know can get in the way of 

them understanding what they read. 

Read the first page or two of a book and keep count of unknown 

words.  If you get to more than 5, that book probably isn’t for 

you yet.  (But you can jot down the title and come back to it 

later.) 

K: Knowledge of Topic or Author 

Think about books you’ve read before that you liked.  Who 

wrote them.  If you liked one book by a certain author, you may 

want to try another one by that person. 

 


